
Week of October 23rd

It has been a fun week! Special thanks to the PTF committee that worked hard to provide an
awesome Halloween celebration. There were lots of fun games and crafts. Everyone looked very
festive in their costumes. It was a cold night for trick or treating but I bet everyone bundled up and
went out looking for the “best” treats in their neighborhoods!

On Wednesday we had visitors in school after mass. Two nuns from the Daughters of Divine Love,
who are spending a few weeks with Tom Buchmiller, came over to school. They visited the
classrooms and talked to the students. We do not always have the opportunity to talk with sisters
especially ones that are still wearing habits. Thanks Tom for an awesome learning experience!

Tomorrow St. Joseph School is hosting a six school diocesan speech meet. Good luck to Lilly
Wriston, Elin Row, Harper Correll, Brianna Tarvin, Ella Hopkins, Maddie Lonsdale and Mila
Thompson. We know that you will do well.

As you know, today is Katie’s last day at St. Joseph. We want to thank her for her hard work at both
St. Agatha’s and St. Joseph’s. We wish her good luck in the next chapter of her life!
We have hired Andrea Massey as our new secretary. Andrea is coming to us from Freeburg High
School. She has worked in the school setting for many years and as a parishioner, she is very
committed to doing her part to help St. Joseph’s School grow and �ourish in the years to come.
Andrea will be joining us full time in a week or two. So until then, please be patient with us. As I
said last week, if you call school and no one answers the phone, please call Sarah or Hope at the
church number. Please email me at sjbhill@hotmail.com with any messages. Even if I am not at
school, I will be able to assist you. Next week I will be in the o�ce on Monday and Tuesday but not
Wednesday. We only have a half day on Thursday with dismissal at 11:30 and there is no school on
Friday.

I have had a few questions about IOWA scores. I am waiting “patiently” to receive the diocesan
scores for each grade so that you will be able to see how your child compared to the big group. I
still have not received that information. I have everything ready to go when I receive that
information. I appreciate your patience as we wait!
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Don’t forget to take care of your child protection responsibilities. Activities here at school are
taking place and I know that you want to be a part of them. We have been reaching out to you if we
see that you are missing a CANTS form or a refresher. The CANTS form process is going
electronic in a few weeks which will be a big change for that requirement. If you are missing that
piece or if that is coming due soon, we are sending that form home today so you can get that
completed the “old” way. If you receive this form, please take care of this immediately. Thanks for
understanding that this process is to protect our children.

Have a great weekend! Don’t forget to change your clocks this weekend! We get an extra hour of
sleep but the bad part is that it will be dark before supper. UGH!!!!

Veteran's Day Program
Please RSVP to let us know if you can attend! If you know of a
veteran who cannot attend, please share their mailing address with
us so our students can send them a card. Please see the attached
invitation that you can forward to any Veterans you know and would
love to attend!

https://forms.gle/UcabK6PoNtmRP7r38

Ministry Roles for Children
Please join us at mass where our students will be serving in the ministry roles. Please use the sign
up genius to sign your child up for the roles they will feel comfortable doing. Our children's choir
will also be singing at the 5:00 mass on November 11. We hope to see you there!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAC28AAFF2-45866358-ministry/155592343#/

https://forms.gle/UcabK6PoNtmRP7r38?fbclid=IwAR0hR3bkgGlHh79XPLb1MD6-W6-RC5zIlxZF4NOwinr3FSxwECAepAkbnj4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAC28AAFF2-45866358-ministry/155592343#/


AUCTION

The auction planning is underway!! First thing is the cover contest! See the �yer attached to this
email for more information.

FUNDRAISERS
A big shoutout to everyone who has been working hard to sell
Christmas Cash Ra�e tickets. We've sold 227 tickets so far—over
a quarter of the way to our goal!

Congrats to the Brauer family, winners of the drawing for our �rst
family incentive—a $25 gift card of their choice from RaiseRight!

We still have a ways to go to reach out goal of selling all 800 tickets. Over the next several weeks,
we will be stepping up our efforts to sell tickets after masses and at �sh fry events. Please
consider signing up for a slot or two through the link below. Any tickets you sell at these events
count toward your total for the $100 prize to the family who sells the most tickets—be sure to
write your family's name on the back of each sold ticket so we can keep track.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084BAEA622AAF49-45262735-christmas#/

If you need more tickets, contact Sarah Wiskamp (parish@stjosephfreeburg.org) in the Parish
O�ce, or reach out to Katie Welsch (katherinekoss@yahoo.com).

Thanks so much for your help with this major fundraiser for our school!

Following in the Footsteps of Christ

None this week

Important Dates to Remember

November 4 - Holey Hawks and Beginners Speech Meet
November 9 - 11:30 dismissal/Veterans Day Program/Red, white, blue dress day
November 10 - No School
November 17 - Spirit Wear Day
November 21 - Thanksgiving Feast
November 22-24 - NO SCHOOL - THANKSGIVING BREAK

Trunk or Treat
Trunk or Treat Thank You!
A HUGE thank you to everyone for supporting this year's Trunk or Treat! Despite the cold, we had a
great turnout and a wonderful morning of fun, games, and treats. A special shoutout to the
following families, individuals, organizations, and businesses who supported the event by opening
their trunk, running a game, or donating goodies for the kids: The Bruised Poppy, Catholic Fraternal
Life Council 10, CHOSEN Con�rmation Students, The Coffee Pot, Dairy Queen, Domino's Pizza,
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Edward Jones, Brianna Eisemann, Freeburg Optimist Club, Freeburg Total Fitness, Freeburg
Women's Community Club, Heather Highley, King Family, LaBrier Family, Moeckel Family, Nowatzki
Family, Reeder Family, Regions Bank, Tammy Rickert, St. Joseph/St. Agatha Youth Group, St.
Joseph Knights of Columbus Council, St. Joseph Men's Club, St. Joseph School Student Council,
Texas Roadhouse, Charlotte Watson, Connie & Tony Welsch, Denise Wilson, Wriston Family, and
The Yoga Connection 1103.

August Graham was the winner of Guess the Weight of the Pumpkin with a guess of 12 pounds, 6
ounces—exactly right! Congrats to the other attendance prize winners—Declan Snyder (kids'
basket), Cecilia Ries (kids' basket), Valerie Frye (The Coffee Pot gift certi�cate), Amanda LaBrier
(Domino's gift certi�cate), Brianne Rednour (Domino's gift certi�cate), and Sarah Wiskamp
(Domino's gift certi�cate).

SHOP WITH RAISERIGHT

RaiseRight is a year-round fundraiser for our school families and St. Joseph PTF. You can purchase
physical or e-gift cards to hundreds of retailers, and a percentage of the purchase price goes back
to your family for tuition. Full details, including how to sign up for the online + app versions, are
available on the school website.

If you have questions about the program, contact Katie Waeltz (o�ce@stjcsil.org) or Katie Welsch
(katherinekoss@yahoo.com). If you'd be interested in selling RaiseRight cards after the Sunday
masses at St. Agatha or St. Joseph, contact Sarah Wiskamp at parish@stjosephfreeburg.org.

Holey Hawks
Holey Hawks is tomorrow! Registration is at 11:30! If you have
nothing to do come out and play! It's going to be a gorgeous day!

Gibault

November 4/5
Open House 2023
Our Open House is Sunday, November 5. It’s the perfect time to learn more about Gibault Catholic
High School and what all we can offer your family! Take a private tour of the campus, meet our
faculty, learn about sports and clubs, and ask any questions you may have.
Learn a Latte
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Join Director of Enrollment Kelly Day for a “Learn a Latte Zoom” on Nov 17 at 9 a.m. It’s a great
chance to hear about Gibault and ask any questions you may have. If you’d like to take part, email
Kelly at kday@gibaulthawks.com, and she will send you the invite link.
Rummage Sale
The Gibault Women’s Club Rummage Sale is Nov. 11 from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the Gibault
auditorium. Half price and bag sale begins at noon. Drop off items Monday, Nov. 6 – Thursday,
Nov. 9 from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. Early drop-offs by appointment only (call 618-719-9419 to schedule.)
Shadow Visits
Come see what life as a Gibault Hawk is like! On select Tuesdays and Fridays, your 7th or 8th
grader or current high school student can spend the day at Gibault as a Shadow Visitor. Shadows
will be matched with a current student with similar interests and together, they’ll attend classes,
meet teachers, enjoy lunch in our cafeteria, and more! Get started at: https://bit.ly/GCHSInquire
Cheer Camp
Future Hawk Cheerleaders! You’re invited to our Mini Camp! Learn cheers alongside the Gibault
Cheer Team and perform at halftime during December 9th’s varsity basketball game! Kindergarten –
6th Graders are welcome. Camp will be held on Friday, December 8: 5 p.m.-7 p.m. and Saturday,
December 9: 10 a.m.–1 p.m. (pizza lunch provided). Visit www.gibaulthawks.com/winter-camps to
download registration form.

Don't Take Away Student Scholarships!
I told my legislators to #RemoveTheSunset and #SaveMyScholarship. Join me in showing support
for #TaxCreditScholarships. #TCSHelpsKids #EmpowerFamilies http://p2a.co/gMQReHi
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